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Nearly 2 million displaced persons in Iraq are now facing a 
harsh winter, and an estimated 45% need shelter assistance 
in order to survive freezing temperatures, rain, winds and 
snow. Accordingly, IOM’s winterization strategy includes both 
distributing winterized non-food item kits, and also distributing 
winterized tents, prefabricated shelters and assisting in camp 
management. 

As of 23 November, 392 of 500 prefabricated units have 
been installed on-site in Dawodiye camp in Dahuk, which 
will house an estimated 4,000 internally displaced persons 
(IDPs). In partnership with IHP and ACF, IOM Iraq is supporting 
infrastructure of  Shekhan camp, which will house an additional 
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According to Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) data collected by IOM Rapid 
Assessment and Response Team (RART) from January through 9 November 2014

328,086
IDP Families

2,003
Locations

1,968,516
Individuals

Displacement

To download IOM’s complete DTM report, along with displacement maps and Google Earth information, please visit the IOM Iraq DTM 
website: http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page.
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1,000 displaced families. Since mid-October, 
709 tents have been distributed to house an 
estimated 4,254 displaced persons living in 
unfinished buildings in the northern governorate 
of Dahuk, where the IOM Displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM) reports more than 720,000 families 
are currently displaced.

“These tents help us to handle the cold so that 
our children don’t get sick,” said a beneficiary  
living in an unfinished building near a main road 
in Akre. “They also give us privacy as a family, 
so that we don’t have to feel like we are living in 
the open.” 

IOM beneficiaries at an IDP site in Nizaki, Dahuk

Shelter
8,254 IDPs
Shelter provided for 
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For more data in IOM’s complete 
DTM report, please visit the IOM 
Iraq DTM website: http://iomiraq.
net/dtm-page.
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Displacement: types of shelter 

Types of shelter especially 
vulnerable to winter weather

The DTM estimates that up to 45% 
of internally displaced persons 
live in shelter that is especially 
vulnerable to winter weather. 
Thus, a major focus in IOM Iraq’s 
winterization strategy is providing 
shelter that helps IDPs meet the 
challenge of freezing temperatures, 
winds, rain and snow.  

IOM beneficiaries at an IDP site in Nizaki, Dahuk
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*One Iraqi family is roughly equal to 6 individuals

Distribution totals from January to 22 November 2014

Emergency Relief

59,275
Family* Non-Food 
Item (NFI) kits

2,500
UNFPA Women’s 
Dignity Kits (WDK)

16,685
WFP food parcels

1,513
UNICEF hygiene kits

Since mid-October IOM Iraq has distributed over 22,000 family 
winterization NFI kits across 14 governorates; this includes 
2,744 kits in the past week. 

Distributions in the past week focused on the governorates of 
Erbil (1,844) and Dahuk (900), while distributions for the week of 
23-27 November will focus mainly on the central and southern 
parts of Iraq.  This reflects IOM Iraq’s “all-of-Iraq” approach 
as staff seek to address the needs of IDPs facing the winter 
wherever they are needed as access allows. 
 
Winterization items include thicker blankets, carpets, kerosene 
heaters, and plastic sheeting to assist displaced persons with 
winter preparation. 
 
IOM NFI kits are distributed by Rapid Assessment and Response 

Distribution

Teams (RART) based on RART assessments 
and requests from local government. RART 
teams monitor movements of displaced people 
and gather displacement data in order to 
rapidly assess situations and craft appropriate 
responses to NFI and shelter needs. 

Samir, an IDP in Baghdad and IOM beneficiary 
recently spoke with IOM staff. “We came looking 
for a safer place to live. I left my home and job 
in Mosul. We have nothing, no furniture and no 
money. These NFIs came at just the right time. 
My daughters have been sleeping on rugs. Now 
my family and I will have a good night’s sleep on 
real mattresses.”

IOM staff assisting at an NFI distribution in Sarsink on 19 November



After receiving his family non-food item kit at a distribution in 
Ozal City, Safaa invited IOM staff to the unfinished building he 
shares with another family to share his story. Tarps hang over 
empty windows to keep the creeping chill out, the floors are 
bare, and the room unfurnished. As his four children bring in the 
items included with the NFI kit, Safaa’s wife pours tea and he 
begins to share his story. 

“August 6 was the blackest day of our lives, it was the day we 
had to leave our homes in Karakosh,” he begins, sitting with 
his four children and wife. “My neighbor called us at 11pm 
and within an hour, we were on the road. There was no time to 
collect our things, and we left with only clothes. On our way out 
of the city, we heard gunfire, rockets and bombs. We were lucky 
to escape with our lives. A woman and her two children who 
lived on the street next to ours were killed as they were trying 
to leave.” 

“Normally, it takes only an hour to drive from Karakosh to 
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IOM is responding to life-threatening needs in a rapidly changing environment, in addition to monitoring movements on the ground.

Human Interest Story: Safaa’s family

Erbil,” he says, “But that day it took eight hours 
because everyone was on the road fleeing the 
fighting in Mosul. They took everything from us. 
We couldn’t even bring our savings. My wife 
cries when she looks at the photos of the house 
we left behind – we’d just moved in eight months 
ago.”

When asked about their future, the answer is 
grim. “This is war. My children are brilliant. They 
want to be teachers when they grow up. It pains 
me that they are unable to go to school. They 
have nothing to do and no place to play. We sit 
in this abandoned unfinished building without 
anything and wait. Winter is coming, and it will 
be hard. At least now, with this help from IOM, 
we have heaters and carpets. All of the items will 
help us to focus more on the future instead of 
worrying about the basic essentials.” 
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   My wife cries when she looks at the photos of the house 
we left behind – we’d just moved in eight months ago. “ ”

Safaa and his children bringing home the NFI kit 


